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prepared to take up fighting positions. The troops melted
away before the eyes of their commanders. " The army
voted for peace with its legs ", Lenin afterwards declared.

Tarnopol was captured at the end of July, and on
September 2 the German armies crossed the Dvina,
taking Riga on the following day. Only the difficulty of
transport prevented a more rapid advance, and hostilities
on the Eastern Front were virtually brought to an end by
the middle of October with the occupation of the islands
of Moon, Dago, and Oesel, in the Gulf of Riga.

In Petrograd the Provisional Government was rocked
by one catastrophe after another. On July 17, when the
offensive had shot its bolt and had failed to reach its ob-
jectives, and the Cadets in the Cabinet, including the
Premier, had resigned on the issue of the recognition of
f Ukrainian autonomy', the Bolsheviks engineered their first
coup d'etat, an abortive movement, lacking in preparation
and proper organization. It grew spontaneously out of a
mass meeting of disgruntled machine-gunners in Potrograd.
Lenin was out of town, recuperating in the country after
a slight-illness, and in his absence his more spirited lieu-
tenants considered that the combination of a Cabinet crisis,
the meeting of the first All-Russian Congress of Soviets, and
a revolt of troops was a suitable moment for a political
uprising.

For two days fierce street-fighting took place and then
the forces of the Provisional Government gained the upper
hand, due more to the unprcparedness of the Bolsheviks
than to their own efficiency. The repressive methods which
followed were characterized by the vacillation of a govern-
ment anxious to stamp out its enemies but uncertain of its
power to do so, and were in marked contrast with those
ruthless but efficient methods which Noske employed
against the Spartacists in Berlin in 1918 and 1919.
The Bolshevik press was silenced; Trotsky, Krupskaya,
Kollontai, and others were arrested and condemned to